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Around 1900, scholars of ethnology and folklore were fascinated by Japan’s abundant
artifacts of fertility and potency as well as its sexual rites and customs. Jurists and
other visitors noted with astonishment, excitement, and perhaps pleasure their “dis-
covery” of Japan’s prostitution quarters, while ethnologists and medical doctors
began to compile books on “the erotic” in Japan. Since then, studies of sexual
practices, rites and customs, gender, women’s status, nudity, and sexuality in Japan
have crystallized, diversified, and eventually branched out in several distinct yet
overlapping directions. This chapter traces some of these branches of an anthropol-
ogy of genders and sexualities in Japan since the first attempts at capturing what was
around 1900 referred to as the “Japanese sex life.”” I will show that today’s inquiries
into sexualities in Japan have a history (even if its authors are not always aware of it)
that includes the approaches of sexual ethnology, women’s studies, and gender
studies.

Several features complicate the story of these four types of anthropological studies,
namely, studies of gender and sexuality are perhaps more interdisciplinary and trans-
disciplinary than most types of scholarly inquiries. They draw from a number of
_ academic and non-academic fields, including history and the social sciences as well
as women’s, feminist, and — more recently — gay and lesbian organizations’ debates
and publications. Moreover, the meanings of analytical categories such as sex, gender,
femininity, feminism, manhood, masculinity, and so forth have changed significantly
since the early days of the anthropology of Japan. These categories have also been
constantly appropriated in different ways by different groups of people, including
scholars, journalists, activists, and many others. Finally, “gender’” and “‘sexuality” are
intimately entangled with power, and so interest in the relations of sex, gender, and
sexuality has rarely been far from attempts at changing these very relations. New
approaches to the analysis of sex, gender, and sexuality have gone hand in hand with
certain styles of engagement with normative scientific and/or sexual practices and
attitudes.
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SEXUAL ETHNOLOGY AND THE ESCAPE FROM WESTERN
PURITANISM

In fin-de-siécle Japan, books on the “Japanese sex life” by Japanese scholars were:
often driven by a nostalgic sense of a more harmonious and less self-conscious past
and - at the onslaught of modernization — a supposed need to enshrine “tradition’ in.
a scholarly form. Western scholars often framed their books as critiques of Western-
(European) puritanism and hypocrisy concerning sexual matters when they drew a
picture of the ‘“Japanese sex life” that seemed open-minded and unprejudiced by
comparison. Dr. Friedrich Solomon Krauss, for example, agreed with other folklorists
and ethnologists of East Asia that ““the Occidental looks at Japan through Occidental
glasses: He sees moral degeneration where there is in naked reality nothing but
unmediated joy of life and irrepressible joy for sexual matters combined with a lack
of any kind of hypocrisy” (Krauss 1911 [1907]:10).

On the one hand, praise for attitudes toward sexual matters in Japan was often
directed at the restrictive sexual order at home in Europe or the United States. On the
other, critics of sexual matters in Japan were occasionally put in place by prominent
intellectuals. Nitobe Inazs, for example, wrote in a book on Unser Vaterland Japan
(Our Fatherland Japan) in 1906 that “It is a general perception of foreign tourists
(many of whom are learned gentlemen [my emphasis]) that Japanese life lacks morality
just as its flowers lack a scent. What a sad confession of the moral and intellectual
imagination of these tourists themselves!” (quoted in Krauss 1911 [1907]:13).

In 1907 Dr. Friedrich Solomon Krauss, a pioneer of sexual ethnology who had'
traveled from Vienna to Tokyo to collect material for a book on Japan’s “‘sex life,”
published Das Geschlechtsleben in Glauben, Sitte, Brauch und Gewohnbheitsrecht der
Japaner (The Sex Life in Beliefs, Morals, Customs, and Common Law of the
Japanese). It appeared as a supplement to Anthropophysein: Jabrbvicher fiir folkloris-
tische Erhebungen und Forschungen zur Entwicklungsgeschichte der geschlechtlichen
Moral (Anthropophyteia: Yearbooks for Folkloristic Surveys and Research on the
History of the Development of Sexual Morals). Krauss was the editor of Anthropo-
phytein. Among other leading personalities from the world of science and medicine,
Dr. Franz Boas, Dr. Albert Neisser, and Dr. Sigmund Freud served on the editorial
board. In contrast to earlier works by Japanese and other scholars, Krauss included
not only a description of the cults of male and female genitalia but also long chapters
about previous works on Japanese phallicism, the beauty of Japanese women, the
status of women, the meaning of menstrual blood, the “third sex” (homosexuals),
pregnancy and birth, marriage practices, prostitution, erotic pictures, and several
other phenomena he classified as sexual.

Krauss was eager to promote his sexual ethnology and claimed that the evaluation
of a people by examining its military and its economic or literary successes was
insufficient. As the development and progress of men depended entirely on the
flourishing of women, the foremost goal of the folklorist, he declared, was to increase
knowledge about the status of women in a culture. “Sexual activity,” in his view, had
to be at the core of any analysis of cultural development and progress (Krauss 1911
[1907]:1). Full-page photographs of stone phalluses, rather explicit erotic woodblock
prints, and a long chapter on attitudes toward “homosexual love,” in which he
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claimed that “the old attitude of the samurai continues to live on in quiet and its main
carrier still is the military” (Krauss 1911 [1907]:161) — even in 2 book that was
explicitly restricted to a specialist readership, these had to be justified. Hence, in the
preface to the first edition Krauss stated that recognizing phenomena “‘unbeautified
and uncorrected, in their undisguised reality” before searching for explanations or for
higher causes was the most important, if not the only guiding principle for a true
ethnology and anthropology, as for any true scientific inquiry (Krauss 1911 [1907]:
preface to the first edition).

In 1895 the University of Chicago Press had published a 34-page dissertation by
Edmund Buckley, Phallicism in Japan, ironically at a time when the Japanese state
had begun to prohibit phallus-related rituals as backward and uncivilized. There had
been other authors, including William George Aston and W. E. Griffis, who
had touched upon phallicism in their works, but Buckley’s was the first “serious
study of any branch of phallicism to be presented to a university” (Goodland
1931:91). Phallicism in Japan apparently traveled to Japan but was only read by
university professors in the fields of religious studies, anthropology, and archaeology.
Only when Deguchi Yonekichi, the Japanese pioneer of sexual ethnology, published a
transtation of Buckley’s work in the Japanese Journal of Anthropology (Jinruigaks
zasshi) did phallicism and sexual ethnology become a field of research in Japan as well.
Deguchi Yonekichi completed his own book on phallicism, titled Nihon seishokki
sihai ryakusetsu (An Outline of Phallic Worship in Japan), in 1917 and published it
in 1920. According to ethnologist Kawamura Kunimitsu (1999:5-7), Deguchi’s
wonderfully rich account was based not only on the study of documents but also
on conversations with locals all over Japan, at a time when ““fieldwork” had not yet
been established as a method of anthropological inquiry (Kawamura 1999:3-32).

Within a few decades, the study of sexual practices and attitudes changed radically
under the influence of an emerging sexual science whose representatives included
Richard von Kraffi-Ebing in Austria, Havelock Ellis in England, Magnus Hirschfeld
in Germany, Yamamoto Senji and Yasuda Tokutard in Japan, and Alfred Kinsey in the
United States. This new kind of sexology did not strive to simply document “‘undis-
guised reality,” as Krauss had thought he had done, but pursued a complex political
agenda as well. Dr. Magnus Hirschfeld, director of the Institut fiir Eugenik und
Sexualwissenschaft in Berlin, a reader of Krauss’ The Sex Life, and a deeply impressed
visitor to Japan, declared in 1933 that no two countries or peoples in the world had
identical sex institutions. In Hirschfeld’s view, this dissimilarity was not based on
differences in sex tendencies, which, taken as a whole, he considered absolutely alike
in all peoples and races. A uniform solution of sex and love morality, Hirschfeld
thought, could be based only on findings of biological and sociological sex research.
At a time when homosexuality was a crime according to German law, Hirschfeld
hoped that an objective scientific study of mankind and of sex would prepare the way
for a complete realization of human sexual rights. He also hoped to find some clues in
Japan, where sex and sexuality seemed to be dealt with so differently, and where
homosexuality was not prohibited by law (Hirschfeld 1935 [1933]:xviii—xix).

By the beginning of the 1930s when Hirschfeld visited Japan, a handful of
Japanese sexologists were discussing the results of their sex research, of the kind
Hirschfeld had been promoting, in major physiological, smaller sexological,
and general-audience mass-marketed women’s and health journals and magazines



170 SABINE FRUHSTUCK

(Frithstiick 2000): However, even though Hirschfeld met with important figures;
the academic world in Tokyo and Osaka, it does not seem that he came into cl
contact with' Japdn’s sex researchers. They too had been marginalized by th
academic peers, in part because of the object of their research and in part becay
of their political engagement in support of birth control, the legalization of abortio

and the reform of gender relations (Robertson 1999:22-24). : :

The works I have discussed so far are impressive in scope and accuracy cvcn;‘
today’s anthropological standards, but they were pnntcd in small numbers an
circulated in relatively closed circles of specialists in ethnology, folklore, history:
medicine, sexual science, and eugenics. To be sure, Euro-American works Wet%
translated and discussed in Japan, but the same was hardly true the other way arouridi’
Other books affected Western images of Japan miich more, far into the 20th cen u
Authors such as Joseph E. de Becker (1905 [1899]), a specialist in international la
who spent most of his life in Japan and wrote several books on the Japanese l¢
system, a certain Trésmin-Trémoliéres (1910 [1905]), whose identity remains o
scure; and George Riley Scott (1943) directed the ethnological, male, Western 8
at a different arena of sexual conduct. The prostitution quarters of Tokyo - a “nigk
less city” for de Becker and the “Japanese city of love” for Trésmin-Trémoliéres
were condemned for their existence as well as praised for the exotic beauty of th
geisha, the cleanliness of their establishments, and the sccmmgly well trcated axi
comparatively healthy female prostitutes.

The emerging abolition movement in Japan proved them wrong on all counts;
course: Fromr 1912 onwards, members of the Purity Society (Kakuseikai), an org;
ization that fought for the abolition of prostitution, denounced both rural fathers for;
selling their ddughters to brothels and the state for tolerating, if not supporting, t
practice. They demanded better - health services for prostitutes and ways ot/
the “water trade” for them.: Abolitionists initially debated the question of ho
do away with prostitution; later, when that scemed impossible, they argued over ho
to better regulate the prostitutes in order to protect the health of Japan’s men.
1940, even most critics of the prostitution system agreed that it was better, or ew
necessary, to sacrifice what seemed to them ‘a small number of women in orde
keep the social order intact, protect “decent’” women from male sexual violence, an
to keep: up soldiers’ morale in the “homeland” and on the front. -

Despite the abundance of anthropological research on sexual matters in Jap
available at the time, in Europe and America the popular image of the gracious geis
as both an image of the Japanese woman and of a (traditional, almost lost) Japanese:
culture proved resistant to newer, more diverse, and more realistic pictures. I will turd-
to these subjects in thc next section. .

WOMEN’S STUDIES AND THE END OF THE UNIVERSAL “MAN?”

The era from the 1910s to the 1930s was characterized not only by a boom of
phallicism studies and a new kind of social scientific sex research, as noted abové;;
but also by heated debates about women’s roles in Japanese society. In contrast'tg.
similar discussions at the end of thie 19th century, these debates were to a significant.
extent carried by women. They shared an interest in a diverse set of problems,
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including questions of love, motherhood, sexual freedom, birth control, and
women’s suffrage. Their views ranged from those of conservative feminists like
yamada Waka and Hiratsuka Raichd, who promoted the valorization of motherhood
in order to improve the status of women, to more radical feminists like Yamakawa
Kikue, Yosano Akiko, and Yasuda Satsuki, who insisted on a woman’s right to
abortion and birth control. For all their differences, however, sexuality in these
women’s everyday lives clearly had been more a domain of restriction, repression,
and danger than a domain of exploration, pleasure, and agency.

Hence, much like their Western sisters, many of these early feminists pursued
asexuality as an option for respectable women and used the concept of female
passionlessness and male sexual restraint to challenge male prerogatives. The repre-
sentatives of this first wave of Japanese ferninism developed their ideas in debates with
and over “Western” feminism, but grappled for an autonomous cultural synthesis of
the concepts of autonomy, emancipation, and equality for women in Japanese culture
and society. In a debate on motherhood protection, for example, Yosano Akiko
brushed off what she perceived as Western feminism. She could not agree to the
demand of some members of the Western women’s movement that women should
ask for special protection by the state in the time of pregnancy or birth (Konai
1984:85). Motherhood protection policies, she believed, would further undermine
women’s independence by acknowledging their value as mothers only.

Returning to the development of the anthropology of sex and gender in early 20th-
century Japan, it was the exploitation of women in industrialization that first
prompted quasi-anthropological studies of women as a special group. The Sad Story
of Women Workeys (Hosoi 1996 [1925]), for example, describes the pitiful living and
working conditions of young female migrant workers. The book’s author, Hosoi
Wakizo, was a former textile worker and trade-union activist. Perhaps following the
zeitgeist of the 1920s that practically burst with sex talk and script, Hosoi designated
a whole chapter to the “‘psychology of female factory workers,” in which he matter-
of-factly wrote about these young women’s sexual desires. As common features of
factory workers’ psychological make-up, he described their attitudes toward love,
morals, and virginity, as well as instances of lesbianism, masturbation, jealousy, and
other features of these women’s sexual psychology.

Lacking similar reports, the sturdy peasant women and their migrant daughters
studied by Hosoi and the feminist writers and intellectuals mentioned above, all
of whom contributed to the survival of their household as well as to Japanese
modernization, were widely ignored in the European and Anglo-American anthro-
pology of Japan at the time. Ella Lury Wiswell was the first American exception.
She was not an anthropologist by training but accompanied her husband John
Embree and assisted him in his research in 1935-36, a few years before Japan’s
attack on Pearl Harbor would create a very different kind of interest in the study of
Japanese culture. It remains unknown whether Wiswell had in mind the geisha image
when she embarked on Japan’s shores, whether she secretly, if unknowingly,
bonded with the outspoken Japanese feminists of her time, or whether she sympa-
thized with the exploited women in Japan’s factories. Most likely, she did not know
much about any of these worlds when she began taking notes of whatever exciting
event was happening in the small village of Suye Mura in Kumamoto Prefecture,
Kyiisha.
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In contrast to her husband’s and other anthropologists’ claims, Wiswell (Smith and:
Wiswell 1982:149-175) found that women in Suye Mura were quite independeny
when it came to marriage, divorce, and sexual matters. We have conflicting accounts:
about how well Wiswell spoke Japanese, but she did not seem to read the language
and thus had little if any access to any of the Japanese anthropology I have discussed:
above. Had Wiswell’s study been published immediately instead of in 1982, this
chapter would most probably look quite different. A classic of the anthropology of
women ever since its publication, The Women of Suye Mura grants a short chapter to
sexual matters and constitutes the first ethnographic study in English to focus on the:
everyday lives of rural women in Japan.

The “‘community studies” approach — portraits of Japanese women as a wholé
by studying one woman or a small community of women and their immediate:
environment - have been with us ever since. Gail Bernstein’s Haruko’s Worlds
A Japanese Farm Woman and ber Community (1983), for example, is based on:
research in a village in Ehime Prefecture in 1974-75. As a “portrait of contemporary:
rural Japanese women viewed primarily through the eyes of one woman,”” Bernstein’s’
book describes these women’s work and their family life as well as their feelings;.
problems, and aspirations — topics that Bernstein felt were often neglected in convens
tional village studies. “To observe the lives of farm women today,” Bernstein sugs
gests, “is to recapture something of Japan’s past, but it is also to record the great:
changes overtaking rural Japan’’ (1983:xi). The book is a three-part richly nuanced
description of how she as a scholar approached her subject, the life in the farm family
she stayed with, and broader issues the farm community dealt with. Like a good:
novel, it leaves the reader amused, edified, and sorry when the final page is reacheds:
One of the great merits of the “women’s portrait” kind of studies is that they give 2
voice to comparatively “‘ordinary” and rarely heard women. They also put in perspecs
tive, if only implicitly, mainstream descriptions that still nonchalantly regard middles
class, white-collar, male employees of large corporations as the whole of Japanese
society. : :

However, these studies also have their less satisfactory sides: one is no wiser about
what Japanese and other anthropologists have to say about the subject. Bernstein =
much like her predecessors as well as many anthropologists of Japan and particularly -
those who write “books on women” to this day — does not integrate Japanese
scholarship on the subject. Nor is she interested in confronting mainstream anthro-
pology with her findings. Hence, her book is  like many women’s studies books — an
“addendum” to the existing anthropology of rural Japan rather than provocative and
creatively disruptive of the order of things anthropological in the Japan field.

Since the 1980s, female anthropologists have infiltrated the field which had ana:
lyzed almost exclusively spheres that were implicitly and unquestioned marked as
“male,” claiming a gradually expanding space for the anthropology of Japanese
women, and in the process changing some of the discipline’s written and unwritten
rules. Useful and necessary as these descriptive accounts of the lives of rural and urbar
women, farmers, workers, and housewives are, they have tended to imply a situation
in which society had need of particular sorts of acculturated persons, who were rather
uncomplicatedly female and male. Gender identity was perceived as culturally con-
structed, but it was regarded in the end as little more than a self-evident outcome of
sexual differentiation.
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When these studies first became more than an aberration from anthropological
writing on Japan, the anthropology of women turned the tide and began to cast
doubt on the essential and universal “man’” which was the subject and paradigmatic
object of nonfeminist anthropology. Important studies emerged, ranging from Takie
Sugiyama Lebra’s pathbreaking work that follows a lifecycle approach (Lebra 1984),
analyses of the lives of housewives (A. Imamura 1987; LeBlanc 1999) and gainfully
employed women (Rosenberger 2001; Tanaka 1995), to studies of women with
rather unusual lives such as those of geisha (Dalby 1983) or of priestesses of Okinawa
(Sered 1999). More recent works attempt to reintegrate men and grant more discus-
sion to relationships between women and men. “Women’s studies” have become
theoretically more sophisticated, but they still tend to fail at, or are simply not
interested in, a critical examination of their research objects’ sexual and gender
identities. These studies also assume that marriage is of central importance to and a
quasi-natural element of women’s lives, while their heterosexuality is presented as
a given, as is their ethnic homogeneity.

Karen Kelsky’s book, Women on the Verge: Japanese Women, Western Dreams
(2001), tells a quite different story. The subject is the ““narratives of internationalism
which some Japanese women use to justify their shift of loyalty from what they call a
backward and ‘oppressive’ Japan to what they see as an exhilarating and ‘liberating’
foreign realm” (Kelsky 2001:3). The book is also, however, the first feminist study of
Japan’s eroticization of the West and in a way the present-day reverse of the West’s
(non-feminist) eroticization of Japan which I briefly discussed at the beginning of this
chapter. :

The number and variety of Japanese women’s studies is too vast to describe even
selectively here. Suffice it to say that Nibon joseigaku nenpd (the Yearbook of Japanese
Women’s Studies), published by the Women’s Studies Society of Japan, and the
Nichibei josei janarn and its English supplement US—Japan Women’s Journal, pub-
lished by the Center for Intercultural Studies and Education at Josai University,
reflect a phenomenally productive field. The Nichibei josei jinaru/US-Japan
Women’s Journals pursuit of the international exchange of interdisciplinary ferinist
articles, reports on a wide range of women’s issues, men’s studies, and statistical
information on the status of women is exemplary of the much-needed comparative
study of women’s issues. Its agenda also points to the interconnections within the
anthropology of Japan between women’s studies and gender studies, the subject of
the next section.

GENDER STUDIES AND THE TRANSGRESSION OF “WOMAN”’

Gender studies have introduced an analytically useful distinction between “sex” as a
signifier of biological characteristics and ‘‘gender” as a marker of sociocultural
attributes. With respect to Japan, while these studies also focus overwhelmingly on
women, they more critically examine gender-formation processes in areas ranging
from the division of labor; institutions that reproduce gender norms, such as families,
enterprises, and social welfare settings; female and male identities and self-concepts in
their interaction; and social and cultural representations including images of feminin-
ity and masculinity.
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Based on the erosion of the assumption of an essential sameness among women,
the related doubts of the usefulness of analysis that has essential, universal “woman?
as its subject or object, and of female gender roles as the quasi-natural outcome of
sexual differentiation since the late 1970s, anthropologists of Japan during the past
20 years or so have established the notion that sexual and gender identities aré:
interconnected in rather complicated ways, are constantly negotiated, and are much
more malleable than their predecessors had dared to think. The shift from studies thag
add important perspectives on the female half of the population to ““gender studies”
that problematize gender roles, identities, and politics more centrally is an importang
one. The category of “woman” is no longer the “other” in society, but a crucial
nexus of politics, the nation-state, technology, and women’s (and, to a lesser extent;
men’s) everyday lives. In 1994 Osawa Mari - until a few years ago the only female
sociologist at the Institute of Social Science of the University of Tokyo — called fora
“gender revolution” in Japan’s social science. In 1996, the government-sponsored
Council for Gender Equality announced that this century was “significant in that
equality between men and women has become accepted as a universal value” and
claimed that “in Japan the construction of the social framework has taken place ta
materialize that concept for the first time in human history”” (Council for Gender
Equality 1996:1). ' : :

Subsequently, Osawa, Ueno Chizuko, Ehara Yumiko (1995, 1998, 2000), and:
other feminist Japanese sociologists and anthropologists have paved the way for and
increasing number of publications that focus on mechanisms of gender inequality ag
the workplace, the commercialization of sex, the interrelations between women;.
violence and the nation, and gender questions concerning new reproductive tecly-
nologies. A remarkable number of volumes in English also point toward future, more -
extensive and diverse, work in this area by scholars based in the United States, Theé
defining parameters of “femininity” and “womanhood?” are questioned by these
scholars, and women have emerged in ever-increasing numbers as full-time whites:
collar workers (8. Buckley 1997; Fujimura-Fanselow and Kameda 1995; A. Imamiira.
1996; Kondo 1990; Lo 1990; Ogasawara 1998; Roberts 1994; Saso 1990; Skov and:
Moeran 1995). .. - R R S P G

As a double-sided category, “‘gender” in these works functions as a system ‘of
classification of persons into gendered positions and as a category that legitimizes :
existing- hierarchies between these positions as “natural.” In order to disrupt ‘its :
potential for the legitimization and stabilization of social inequality, approaches to:
gender imply several methodological consequences. As anthropologists have shown, a -
gender approach cannot limit itself to women but must research women and men ag.
well as interactions and exchanges between different social spheres, aiming for ag
integrative perspective. Feminist anthropologists have realized, for example, that the:
choice to study only the household (and housewives), leaving the study of the
workplace. (and men’s primary social spheres) to others to investigate, as many
women’s studies did, not only overestimates women’s social strength in Japan but
also reinforces gender role stereotyping. The establishment of the theoretical -
and analytical notion of the “sex/gender system” also has allowed for recent anthros
pological, historical, and sociological work on masculinity, men’s bodies, men’s lives;
and problems of manhood in contemporary Japan.
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The majority of the older generation of (male) Anglo-American anthropologists
have accepted women’s studies as an addition to the anthropology of Japan by
women without letting it influence their own, usually gender-blind work. But a
small portion of younger-generation scholars have turned to that complex interplay
of questions following both Japanese feminists as well as the very few male scholars of
gender studies (Inoue et al. 1995; 1t6 1996). The first such collection of essays in
English is Men and Masculinities in Contemporary Japan: Dislocating the Salaryman
Doxa, co-edited by James Roberson and Suzuki Nobue (2002). Contributions on
transgender practices, male beauty work, popular culture, the marriage market, the
new “family man,” working-class masculinity, day laborers, domestic violence, gay
men, and fatherhood and work successfully make the point that not every Japanese
man is an ideal-type salaryman, imagined or constructed, and not every Japanese man
even strives to be like an ideal-type salaryman. One can only hope that the presently
very slim body of works which examine notions of manhood and masculinity from
the perspective of gender and history will not only broaden our understanding of the
variety of Japanese men but also challenge “conventional” notions of manliness
supposedly embodied in the salaryman. Remembering the “‘diversity approach” in
1980s women’s studies especially, one must admit that we still know next to nothing
about the gender of policemen, soldiers, yakuza, scientists, and many other social
groups which are associated with a supposedly conventional manliness that the above-
mentioned authors intend to challenge.

In addition, the quest for an integrated approach is also valid for relating gender to
other categories of social inequality, such as social stratification and ethnicity (Honda
2000 [1993]; Keyso 2000; Nihon Joseigaku Kenkytkai 1994). Despite their particu-
lar relevancy in Japan, where media and popular consensus stress ethnic homogeneity,
and where consensus for “traditional” gender roles is demanded in the name of
“Japanese culture” or true “‘Japaneseness,” both sets of problems still are sorely
understudied.

SEXUALITY STUDIES

Perhaps because biological and sociological sex research in Japan was marginalized
during the 1920s, repressed during the 1930s and 1940s, kept at a low profile during
the 1950s, and for the most part shunned by the academy until the 1980s, anthro-
pological studies of Japan’s “‘sexual culture” only caught up and reconnected with
the sexual ethnology of the fin de siécle very recently. It was not until the 1990s that
Japanese as well as Euro-American scholars rediscovered that sphere of inquiry and
began to question the kinds of Japanese “‘sexual knowledge” that had been created
primarily between the late 19th and the early 20th centuries. This trend, however, is
by no means a return to the sexual ethnology of Deguchi Yonekichi or the sexology of
Yamamoto Senji from almost a hundred years ago.

Rather, the trend toward sexuality studies was inspired by several developments
within and outside the discipline of anthropology. Histories of premodern and early
modern Japan and elsewhere created a space for sexuality studies in present-day
Japan. A new interest in the body in anthropology, history, philosophy, and other
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disciplines (Inoue Shun and Tominaga 1991; Moerman and Nomura 1990) triggered
a diversification of anthropological studies and a shift toward queer study-type
analyses, focusing on the lives of homosexual men and women, bodily concerng
including reproductive practices (Coleman 1983; Hardacre 1997; Lock 1993), the
politics of physical beauty (Miller 1998; Robertson 2001), and attempts at grasping
the meanings of sexual imagery in media and art (Allison 2000 [1996]; Napier 2000);
In addition, the advent of HIV and AIDS not only caused a largely media-generated
panic in Japan (Treat 1994) but also highlighted the lack of a systematic and inclusive
sex education (Imamura et al. 1990; Kawahara 1996; Nishigaito 1993). Finally, the
emergence of a gay/lesbian/queer movement in Japan prompted a growing number
of coming-out essays and novels ~ reminiscent of the same development in early
women’s studies — ranging from Fushimi Noriaki’s Purasbéto gei raifu: posuto renai-
ron (Private Gay Life: After Love Discussions; 1991), to It6 Satoru’s tearful Ozoko
futarigurashi (Living as a Male Couple; 1993), and Kakefuda Hiroko’s Rezubian de
ary to tu koto (The Meaning of Being a Lesbian; 1992). Besides these highly personal
accounts of being a gay man or a lesbian woman in Japan, anthropological studies on
these respective communities include Wim Lunsing’s Beyond Common Sense: Sexual-
ity and Gender in Contemporary Japan (2001) and Mark McLelland’s more media-
centered Male Homosexuality in Modern Japan: Cultural Myths and Social Realities
(2000). :

In most general terms, the existing sexuality studies question the previously impli-
cit, normative and exclusive prioritization of heterosexuality. Against the backdrop of
American-style identity politics which tend to idealize a singular and whole self and to
presuppose an “individual oneness” (Lunsing 2001:17-18), it is not surprising that
anthropologists of sexuality in Japan continue to grapple with what is often perceived
as Japanese “‘multiple selves.”” These anthropologists are not always aware that
historically, in Japan and elsewhere, “sexual practices have not presumed a specific
sexual orientation or identity, although today, some lesbian and gay activists and
homophobic critics alike tend to fuse the two” (Robertson 1998 [2001]:174). One
curious effect of the emphases in recent sexuality studies is that we now know more
about homosexual lives than we know about heterosexual (and supposedly main-
stream) lifestyles. There also seem to be more scholars engaged in the examination of
sex, gender, and sexuality in representations of popular culture, especially comics;
animation, and film, than there are students of the appropriations of a sex/gender
system in “real lives.” :

While there is not a single available monograph in English on, for example, the
pornography and/or prostitution industry in Japan (Fukushima and Nakano 1995),
we have fine examinations of representations of sexuality — including “pornographic”
ones - in Japanese animated films (Napier 2000). While we still know next to nothing
about incest in Japanese society (Ikeda 1991), its representations in Japanese comics
and other popular media have been tackled (Allison (2000 | 1996]). Whereas we have
a number of detailed studies about the wartime system of sexual slavery, we still
almost entirely lack a thorough examination of “military prostitution” in present-day
Japan.

The examination of what had been implicitly considered “marginal” identities in
earlier anthropological research is fruitful and important, but it does not absolve us
from the necessity of critical studies about “normative” sexuality. An integrated
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analysis that focuses on gender and sexuality, women and men remains necessary in
order to understand the workings of the sex/gender system, and in order to over-
come a fragmentation of the field reminiscent of the position of early women’s studies
at the margins of anthropology several decades ago. To speak about sexuality means
to speak about society, its gender relations in particular and its power relations more
generally. Hence, even though dichotomies between men and women, heterosexual-
ity and homosexuality, are empirically false, we cannot afford to dismiss them as
irrelevant as long as they structure Japanese (as well as our) lives and consciousness.
In perhaps the most challenging anthropology of sexuality in Japan to date, Takar-
azuka: Sexual Politics and Popular Culture in Modern Japan, Jennifer Robertson
makes a crucial point about the plasticity of genders and sexualities. It is the “com-
posite character of gender,” Robertson writes, that makes it fundamentally ambiva-
lent and ambiguous. It is capable of fluctuating between or being assigned to more
than one referent or category and thus is capable of being read or understood in
more than one way. Such an excessive semiosis reflects an epistemology of both/ and
rather than esther/or (Robertson 1998 [2001]:40).

CONCLUSION

Over the past hundred years, the anthropology of genders and sexualities in Japan in
both Japanese and English has undergone important changes. In addition to the
formation of the four overlapping branches discussed above, other transformations
have affected the anthropology of gender and sexuality as well as the anthropology of
Japan more generally. One has to do with language, the other with processes associ-
ated with “‘globalization.”

Up to the 1970s most anthropologists did their fieldwork with the help of an
interpreter and spoke Japanese only rudimentarily or not at all. In recent decades, it
seems to me that more anthropologists speak and read Japanese well enough to
conduct research on their own. Another language-related flaw seems to be lessening
as well. Many early American anthropologists of Japan hardly looked at what their
Japanese colleagues (let alone colleagues from other linguistic communities) wrote on
the phenomena they studied. Even though many anthropologists’ bibliographies of
Japanese-language sources and secondary material are still shockingly thin, this
neglect of “indigenous” scholarship, especially in a highly bibliophile culture with
an enormous output of scholarly publications like Japan, appears to be less tolerated
today.

The effects of “globalization” are closely connected to linguistic requirements.
Today, Japan-related scholarship in and outside Japan seems to be more a conse-
quence of two-way interactions than has been the case in previous decades. Japanese
ethnographies of female factory workers, as well as the writings of the early 20th-
century feminists and of the sexologists, remained unknown to Anglo-American
anthropologists until historians and historically oriented anthropologists rediscovered
them. In contrast, the acceleration of interactions between scholars from different
cultural communities and the physical exchange of students and scholars across
geographic, cultural, and linguistic boundaries necessitate and further the speaking
of the same language, both linguistically and in terms of the subjects these scholars



178 SABINE FRUHSTUCK

recognize as worth talking about and researching. Interactive and i integrative efforts
that are also historically informed will, in the end, not simply allow us to bettea
understand how Japanese women and men live and think about sexuality, but wilj
provide us with opportunities to come up with bettcr problems to analyze than thoge
with which we have started.

ACKNOWLEDGMEN TS

Rcscarch for this chapter was supported by a Japanese Ministry of Education Mons
busho scholarship. I am grateful to Jennifer Robertson and Elise Edwards for coms#
ments on earlier drafts. -

REFERENCES

Allison, Anne. 2000 [1996]. Permitted and Prohxbn:cd Desires: Mothers, Comics, and:
Censorship in Japan. Berkeley: University of California Press.

Becker, Joseph E. de. 1905 [1899]. The Nightless City, or The History of the Yoshiwarx
Yakaku. Yokohama and London: no publisher given.

Bernstein, Gail. 1983. Haruko’s World: A Japanese Farm Woman and her Commumtyw
Berkclcy University of California Press.

Bucklcy, Edmund. 1895. Phallicism in Iapan Chicago: Umvcrsnty of Chicago Press. _

Buckley, Sandra, ed. 1997. Broken Silence: Voices of Japanese chmxsm Berkeley and ]
Angeles: University of California Press. ’

Coleman, Samuel: 1983. Family Planning in Japanese Society: Traditional Birth Control in’
Modern Urban Culture. Princeton: Princeton University Press.

Council for Gender Equality: 1996. Vision of Gender Equality: Creating New Values for the
21st Century. Tokyo: Council for Gender Equality.

Dalby, Liza Crichfield. 1983. Geisha. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Prcss;_g

Ehara, Yumiko. ed. 1995. Sei no shohinka (The Commodification of Sex). Tokyo Keisg
Shobs. .

——1998. Josei, boryoku, ncshon (Womcn Violence, Nation), Tokyo KClSO Shobo

—~2000 Sexshoku gijutsu to jenda (Reproductive Technologies and Gcndcr) Tokyo Kc
Shobs.

Frithstiick, Sabine. 2000. Managmg the Truth of Sex in Imperial Japan. Journal of Asian
Studies 59(2:332-358.

Fujimura-Fanselow, Kumiko, and Atsuko Kameda. 1995, Japanese Women: New' Fcrmms,
Perspectives on the Past, Present, and Future. New York: Feminist Press.

Fukushima, Mizuho, and Nakano Rie. 1995. Kau otoko. Kiwanai otoko {Men Who Buy Men»
Who Don’t Buy). Tokyo: Gendai Shokan. _

Furukawa, Makoto. 1996. Déseiai no hikaku shakaigaku: rezubian gei sutadizu no tenkax tq-’
danshoku gainen (A Comparative Social Study of Homosexuality: The Evolution of Lesbiag:
and Gay Studies and the Notion of Sodomy). I# Sei no shakaigaku (Sociology of Sex). Inoue |
Shoichi et al., eds. pp. 113-130. Tokyo: Iwanami Shoten. i

Fushimi, Nonakl 1991. Puraibéto gei raifu: posuto renai-ron (Private Gay Life: Aftcr Lovc :
Discussions). Tokyo: Gakuys Shoba.

——1995. Kuia paradaisu (Queer Paradise). Tokyo: Shoheisha.




GENDERS AND SEXUALITIES 179

Goodland, Roger. 1931. A Bibliography of Sex Rites and Customs. London: Routledge &
Sons.

Hardacre, Helen. 1997. Marketing the Menacing Fetus in Japan. Berkeley and Los Angeles:
University of California Press.

Hirschfeld, Magnus. 1935 [1933]. Men and Women: The World Journey of a Sexologist. O. P.
Green, trans. New York: G. P. Putnam’s Sons.

Honda, Katsuichi. 2000 [1993]. Harukor: An Ainu Woman’s Tale. Kyoko Selden, trans.
Berkeley: University of California Press.

Hosoi, Wakizo. 1996 [1925]. Jokd aishi (The Sad Story of Women Workers). Tokyo:
Iwanami Shoten.

Ikeda, Yoshiko. 1991. Nanji waga ko o okasu nakare: nihon no kinshinkan to seiteki gyakutai
(Thou Shalt Not Rape Thine Own Child: Intimacy and Sexual Abuse in Japan). Tokyo:
Kobundo.

Imamura, Anne. 1987. Urban Japanese Housewives: At Home and in the Community. Hono-
lulu: University of Hawaii Press.

—ed. 1996. Re-imagining Japanese Women. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of
California Press.

{mamura, Naomi, Unno, Yiki, and Ishimaru, Kumiko, eds. 1990. Moa ripdto nOw (More
Report Now). Tokyo: Shieisha.

Inoue, Shun, and Tominaga, Shigeki, eds. 1991. Soshioroji 36(1): Shakai to shintai (Sociology:
Special Issue on Society and the Body).

Inoue, Teruko, et al. eds. 1995. Danseigaku (Men’s Studies). Tokyo: Twanami Shoten.

1t6, Kimio. 1996. Danseigaku nyimon {Introduction to Men’s Studies). Tokyo: Sakuhinsha.

1t6, Satoru. 1993. Otoko futari gurashi: boku no gei puraido senden (Living as a Male Couple:
My Gay Pride Propagation). Tokyo: Futard Jirosha.

Kakefuda, Hiroko. 1992. Rezubian de aru to iu koto (The Meaning of Being a Lesbian).
Tokyo: Kawade Shobd Shinsha.

Kawahara, Yukari. 1996. Politics, Pedagogy, and Sexuality: Sex Education in Japanese Second-
ary Schools, Ph.D. dissertation, Yale University.

Kawamura, Kunimitsu. 1999. Sei no minzoku kenkyl o megutte (Towards a Folklore Studies
Approach to Sexuality). In Seino minzoku sosho (Folklore Studies of Sex Series). Kawamura
Kunimitsu, ed. pp. 3-32. Tokyo: Bensei Shuppan.

Kelsky, Karen. 2001. Women on the Verge: Japanese Women, Western Dreams. Durham, NG,
and London: Duke University Press.

Keyso, Ruth Ann. 2000. Women of Okinawa: Nine Voices from a Garrison Island. Ithaca:
Cornell University Press.

Kimoto, Itaru. 1976. Onani to nihonjin (Masturbation and the Japanese). Tokyo: Intanaru
Kabushikigaisha Shuppanbu.

Konai, Nobuko. 1984. Shiryd bosei hogo ronsd (Material on the Motherhood Protection
Debate). Tokyo: Ronsd Shirizu 1.

Kondo, Dorinne. 1990. Crafting Selves: Power, Gender and Discourses of Identity in a
Japanese Workplace. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Krauss, Friedrich S. 1911 [1907]. Das Geschlechtsleben in Glauben, Sitte, Brauch und
Gewohnheitsrecht der Japaner. Beiwerke zum Studium der Anthropophyteia: Jahrbiicher
fiir folkloristische Erhebungen und Forschungen zur Entwicklungsgeschichte der geschiech-
tlichen Moral, vol. 2, ed. Friedrich S. Krauss. Leipzig: Ethnologischer Verlag.

LeBlanc, Robin. 1999. Bicycle Citizens: The Political World of the Japanese Housewife.
Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press.

Lebra, Takie Sugiyama. 1984. Japanese Women: Constraint and Fulfillment. Honolulu:
University of Hawaii Press.



180 SABINE FRUHSTUCK

Lo, Jeannie. 1990. Office Ladies, Factory Women: Life and Work at a Japanese Comparf;é
Armonk, NY: M. E. Sharpe.
Lock, Margaret. 1993. Encounters with Aging: Mythologies of Menopause in Iapan and No
America. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press. v :
Lunsing, Wim. 2001. Beyond Common Sense: Sexuality and Gender in Contemporary Iap ;
London and New York: Kegan Paul. :
McLelland, Mark. 2000. Male Homosexuality in. Modern Iapan Cultural Myths and Soci
Realities. Surrey: Curzon Press.
Miller, Laura. 1998. “Bad Girls’: Representations of Unsuitable, Unfit, md Unsatxsfact
Women in Magazines. US-Japan Women’s Journal (English supplement 15):31-51..
Moérman; Michael, and Nomura: Masaichi, eds: 1990. Senri Ethnologxcal Studics 27: Os ‘
National Museum of Ethnology.
Napier, Susan. 2000. Anime: From Akira to Princess Mononokc New York Palgravc
National Women’s Education Centér. 1997. Status of Women as Seen in Statistics. Toky
National Women’s Education Center.
Nihon Joseigaku Kenkyiikai. 1994. Nihon joseigaku nenp6 15 (Annual chort of Iapanes
Women’s Studies). Kyoto: Nihon Joseigaku Kenkyiikai.
Nishigaito, Masaru. 1993. Seikyoiku wa ima (Sex Education Today). Tokyo: Iwanaml Shot
Office of Gender Equahty 1996. The Present Status of Women and Measures: Fifth chorto
the Implcmentanon of the New National Plan of Acnon toward the Year 2000. Tokytié,
Office of Gender Equality.
Ogasawara, Yuko: 1998. Office Ladies and Salaried Mcn Power, Génder, and Work in Iapan
Companies. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press.
Osawa, Mati. 1994. The Gender Revolution in Social Science. Social Science Japan 2:1-3:
Roberson, James E., and Suzuki Nobue, éds. 2002. Men and Masculinities in Contcmpotarg
Japan: Dislocating the Salaryman Doxa. London: Routledge: -
Roberts, Glenda, 1994. Staying on the Line: Blue-Collar Women in Contemporary Japaii;
Berkcley and. Los Angeles: University of California Press.: :
Robertson, Jennifer. 1998 [2001]. Takarazuka: Sexual Politics and Popular Cu.lture in Modc '
Japam. Berkeley: University of California Press.: :
~——1999. Dying to Tell: Sexuality and Suicide in Impcnal Japan. Slgns ]ournal of Worncn,me
Culture and Society 25(1):1-35.
—— 2001 Japan’s First Cyborg? Miss Nippon, Eugemcs and Wartxmc chhnologles of Bcauty
Body and Blood. Body & Society 7(1):1-34. i
Rosenberger; Nancy. 2001. Gambling with Virtue: Japanese Womcn and thc Scarch for Self ina
Changing Nation. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press.
Saso, Mary. 1990. Women in the Japanese Workplace. London: Hllary Shlpman
Scott, George Riley. 1943. Far Eastern Sex Life: An Anthropological; Ethnologxcal and
Sociological Study of the Love Relations; Marriage Rites, and Home Life of the Oncntal;
People. London: Gerald G. Swan.
Sered, Susan Starr. 1999. Women of the Sacred Groves: Divine Priestesses of Okinawa. Oxford
and New York: Oxford University Press, -
Skov, Lise, and Brian Moeran. 1995. Womcn Media and Consumpnon in Japan. Surrcy, UK.
Curzon Press. :
Smith, Robert, and Ella Lury Wiswcll 1982 The Women of Suye' Mura. Chicago: Chlcago
University Press.
Tanaka, Yukiko. 1995. Contemporary Portran:s of Iapanesc Women. Westport, CT: Pracger
Press.
Treat, John Whittier. 1994. AIDS Panic in Japan, or How to Have a Sabbatical in an Epidemic:
positions: east asia cultures criique 2(3):629-679.




GENDERS AND SEXUALITIES 181

Trésmin-Trémoliéres. 1910 [1905]. Yoshiwara: Die Liebesstadt der Japaner. Sexualpsycholo-
gische Bibliothek, ser. 1, vol. 4). Bruno Sklarek, trans.. Berlin: L. Marous.

SUGGESTED READING

Books

Allison, Anne. 1994. Nightwork: Sexuality, Pleasure and Corporate Masculinity in a Tokyo
Hostess Club. Chicago: Chicago University Press.

Asayama, Shinichi. 1957. Sei no kiroku (Records of Sexuality). Osaka: Rokugetsusha.

Bornoft, Nicholas. 1991. Pink Samurai: The Pursuit and Politics of Sex in Japan. London:
Grafton Books.

Bumiller, Elisabeth. 1995. Secrets of Mariko: A Year in the Life of a Japanese Woman and her
Family. New York: Times Books.

Ishikawa, Hiroyoshi, Saito, Shigeo, and Wagatsuma, Hiroshi. 1984. Nihonjin no sei (Sexuality
of the Japanese). Tokyo: Bungei Shunji.

Lebra, Joyee, Joy Paulson, and Elisabeth Powers. 1978 [1976]. Women in Changing Japan.
Stanford: Stanford University Press.

Matsumoto, Seiichi, ed. 1996. Sexuality and Human Bonding. Proceedings of the XIIth World
Congress of Sexology. Amsterdam: Elsevier.

Mortley, Patricia. 1999. The Mountain Is Moving: Japanese Women’s Lives. New York: New
York University Press. .

Ogawa, Naohiro, and Robert D. Retherford. 1991. Prospects of Increased Contraceptive Pill
Use in Japan. Studies in Family Planning 22(6):378-383.

Oishi, Toshihiro. 1995. Sekando kamingu auto: doseiaisha toshite eizu totomo ni ikirn (The
Second Coming Out: Living with AIDS as a Homosexual). Tokyo: Asahi Shuppansha.

Stratz, C. H. 1902. Die Kérperformen in Kunst und Leben der Japaner. Stuttgart: F. Enke.

Yashima, Masami, ed. 1997. Dansei doseiaisha no raifu hisutord (Life Histories of Homosexual
Men). Tokyo: Gakubunsha.

Periodicals

Femirggu. Edited by Femirogu-kai, a group of feminists working in several disciplines of the
humanities and social sciences based in Kyoto.

Kuin sutadizu. Edited by Kuia Sutadizu Hensha Tinkai, Tokyo.

Nichi-bei josei janarn and its English supplement US—Japan Women’s Journal. Published by
Josai University, Japan.

Josei hakusho. Edited by Nihon Fujin Dantai Rengokai; contains statistical data on women in all
realms of life.

Takavajima bessatsu. Published by Takarajima-sha, Tokyo. Among the issues of particular
interest here are Stories of Women Who Love Women (64), The Pervert Comes (146), The
Massive Advance of Obscenity (174), and Fifty Years of Sex Media (240).



A Companion to
the Anthropology
of Japan

Edited by Jennifer Robertson

( Blackwell
’ Publishing



© 2005 by Blackwell Publishing Ltd

BLACKWELL PUBLISHING

350 Main Street, Malden, MA 02148-5020, USA
9600 Garsington Road, Oxford OX4 2DQ, UK

550 Swanston Street, Carlton, Victoria 3053, Australia

The right of Jennifer Robertson to be identified as the Author of the Editorial Material in this Work has
been asserted in accordance with the UK Copyright, Designs, and Patents Act 1988.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or
transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise,
except as permitted by the UK Copyright, Designs, and Patents Act 1988, without the prior permission of
the publisher.

First published 2005 by Blackwell Publishing Lid
1 2005
Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

A companion to the anthropology of Japan / edited by Jennifer Robertson.
p- cm. — (Blackwell companions to anthropology ; 5)
Includes bibliographical references and index.
ISBN-10 0-631-22955-8 (hardcover : alk. paper)
1. Ethnology—Japan. 2. Japan—Social life and customs. I. Robertson, Jennifer Ellen. II. Series.

GN635.J2C65 2005
306'.0952—22

2004022308

ISBN-13 978-0-631-22955-1
A catalogue record for this title is available from the British Library.

Set in 10/12.5 pt Galliard

by Kolam Information Services Pvt. Ltd, Pondicherry, India
Printed and bound in the United Kingdom

by TJ International Ltd, Padstow, Cornwall

The publisher’s policy is to use permanent paper from mills that operate a sustainable forestry policy, and
which has been manufactured from pulp processed using acid-free and elementary chlorine-free practices.
Furthermore, the publisher ensures that the text paper and cover board used have met acceptable
environmental accreditation standards.

For further information on
Blackwell Publishing, visit our website:
www.blackwellpublishing.com



Contents

Synopsts of Contents

Notes on Contributors

Part It Introduction

1

Introduction: Putting and Keeping Japan in Anthropology
Jennifer Robertson

Part II:  Cultures, Histories, and Identities

2

The Imperial Past of Anthropology in Japan
Katsumi Nakao

Japanese Archaeology and Cultural Propertics Management:

Prewar Ideology and Postwar Legacies
Walter Edwards

Feminism, Timelines, and History-Making
Tomomsi Yamaguchi

Making Majority Culture
Roger Goodman

Political and Cultural Perspectives on «Insider” Minorities
Joshua Hotaka Roth

Japan’s Ethnic Minority: Koreans
Sonia Ryang

Shifting Contours of Class and Status
Glenda S. Roberts

viii

xviil

17
19

36

50

59

73

89

104



vi

9

10

11

CONTENTS

The Anthropology of Japanese Corporate Management
Tomoko Hamada

Fashioning Cultural Identity: Body and Dress
Ofra Goldstein-Gidoni

Genders and Sexualities
Sabine Friihstiick

Part ITL:  Geographies and Boundaries, Spaces and Sentiments

12

13

14

15

On the “Nature” of Japanese Culture, or, Is There a Japanese
Sense of Nature?
D. P. Martinez

The Rural Imaginary: Landscape, Village, Tradition
Scott Schnell

Tokyo’s Third Rebuilding: New Twists on Old Patterns
Roman Cybriwsky

Japan’s Global Village: A View from the World of Leisure
Joy Hendry

Part IV: Socialization, Assimilation, and Identification

16
17

18

19

20

Formal Caring Alternatives: Kindergartens and Day-Care Centers
Eyal Ben-Ari

Post-Compulsory Schooling and the Legacy of Imperialism
Brian J. McVeigh

Theorizing the Cultural Importance of Play: Anthropological
Approaches to Sports and Recreation of Japan
Elise Edwards

Popular Entertainment and the Music Industry
Shubei Hosokawa

There’s More than Manga: Popular Nonfiction Books and Magazines
Laura Miller

Part V: Body, Blood, Self, and Nation

21

22

23

Biopower: Blood, Kinship, and Eugenic Marriage
Jennifer Robertson

The Ie (Family) in Global Perspective
Emiko Ochiai

Constrained Person and Creative Agent: A Dying Student’s
Narrative of Self and Others
Susan Orpett Long

125
153

167

183
185
201
218

231

245
247

261

279
297

314

327
329

355

380



24

25

CONTENTS

Nation, Citizenship, and Cinema
Aaron Gerow

Culinary Culture and the Making of a National Cuisine
Katarzyna Cwicrtka

Part VI: Religion and Science, Beliefs and Bioethics

26

27

28

29

Historical, New, and “New”’ New Religions
Ian Reader

Folk Religion and its Contemporary Issues
Noriko Kawahashi

Women Scientists and Gender Ideology
Sumiko Otsubo

Preserving Moral Order: Responses to Biomedical Technologies
Margaret Lock

Index

vii

400

415

429
431

452

467

483

501



