Rachel Serena Levine
HSSB 4001, University of California, Santa Barbara, CA 93106-7075
Email: rslevine@ucsb.edu
Phone Number: 407-473-8601

Education
PhD Candidate, East Asian Languages and Cultural Studies, University of California, Santa Barbara
Dissertation committee: Alison Brysk (Global Studies/Political Science), Sabine
Frühstück (EALCS, chair), and Suma Ikeuchi (EALCS)
Dissertation: “Rape, Resistance, and Reform: Sexual Violence Law and Social Change in Japan”
September 2020 – June 2027 (projected)

Master of Arts, Asian Studies, Florida International University
Thesis Advisors: Steven Heine (Asian Studies), Sandra Skelaney (Gender and Feminist Studies)
Thesis: Behind the Shōji: The Domestic Sex Trafficking of Japanese Women
August 2017 – June 2019
	
Bachelor of Arts, East Asian Languages & Cultures, Summa Cum Laude, University of Southern California
Minors: International Relations and Psychology
January 2014 – May 2017

Awards and Honors
Fulbright Japan Graduate Research Fellow, Fulbright Japan, 2023 – 24 
Awarded by the US–Japan Educational Commission to fund dissertation research in Japan 
Fukushima–Fulbright Graduate Research Award, Fulbright Japan, 2023 – 24
Awarded to one Fulbright Japan scholar, chosen by Glen S. Fukushima, to support dissertation research 
Central Fellowship, University of California, Santa Barbara, 2020 – 2025
Awarded for scholarship abilities
Excellence in Research Award, Florida International University, 2019
Awarded for commitment to personal research and to mentoring others in their research
Emma Josephine Bradley Bovard Award, University of Southern California, 2017
Granted for attaining the highest scholarship average of all undergraduate women.
Renaissance Scholar, University of Southern California, 2017
Awarded for excelling in two or more unrelated disciplines
Order of Troy, University of Southern California, 2017
Awarded for making a notable contribution to the university while pursuing academic excellence
  
Publications
Levine, Rachel Serena. “Dubious consent: ‘quasi–rape’ in the Japanese courts.” Journal of Gender Studies. Forthcoming, 2027.

Levine, Rachel Serena. “Consent on Trial: Legal and Social Implications of Consent in Sexual Violence Law.” Women in Power in Japan ed. Emma Dalton. Japan Documents MHM Limited. Forthcoming, 2027.

Kuo, Rose and Rachel Levine. “Navigating Taiwanese Identity: Second–Generation Multiculturalism in Conversation with Dr. Pei–Chia Lan.” Taiwan Insight, 9 June 2025. 

Levine, Rachel Serena. “Behind the Shoji Screen: Sex Trafficking of Japanese Citizens.” Japan Studies Review, vol. 24, 2020, pp. 61–83.

Teaching History 
[bookmark: _Hlk19112751]Teaching Assistant, University of California, Santa Barbara, Goleta, CA (September 2025 – present)
Courses: First year Japanese language
Lead weekly sections, observe lectures, grade assignments, hold office hours, and support students’ language learning. 

Adjunct Lecturer, Florida International University, Miami, FL, (August 2019 – 2023; August 2024 – May 2026)
Courses: Japanese Anime and Manga
Create an original syllabus, curate class materials, grade assignments, teach students about Japanese culture and society through media analysis. 

Teaching Assistant, University of California, Santa Barbara, Goleta, CA (September 2021 – June 2022) 
Courses: Re–Inventing the Samurai; Pre–Modern Asian Traditions; Modern Asian Traditions 
Lead weekly sections, observed lectures, graded assignments, held office hours, and supported students’ understanding of class materials. 

Teaching Assistant, Florida International University, Miami, Florida (August 2017 – May 2019)
Courses: Introduction to East Asia; Japanese Culture and Society; Dynamics of Asia; Graduate Intro to Modern Asia; Graduate Asian Religion; Graduate Media Seminar; Graduate Masters’ Seminar
Helped grade assignments, facilitated discussion, lectured on writing and citation styles, substituted for professor as needed, and acted as technical support. 

Translation Workshop, Florida International University, Miami, FL (February 2019)
Lectured on translation methods and common issues with translation; led group in Japanese translation activity

Japanese Language Tutor, Florida International University, Miami, FL (January – May 2019)
Volunteered as a language tutor at language lab
Two hours a week

Japanese Conversation Clinic, Florida International University, Miami, FL (January – May 2019)
Supplemented in–class language learning
Devised and lead activities to aid in conversation skills

Guest Lectures
2025. “Beyond the Black Box: Sexual Violence in the Japanese News Media”. Representations of Gender and Sexuality in Modern Japan, Sabine Frühstück, University of California, Santa Barbara.

2024. “Consent in Question: Social and Legal Implications of Mistaken Consent”. Memory Studies in East Asia, Linshan Jiang, Colby College.

2023. “Sexual Violence and Social Change: Japan’s Local Praxis in Global Context”. Gender and Politics, Mari Miura, Sophia University.

2019. “Behind the Shōji: Sex Trafficking of Japanese Citizens”. Sex Trafficking Solutions, Sandy Skelaney, Florida International University.

2018. “Sex Trafficking in Japan”. Introduction to Modern Asia, Masako Kubota, Florida International University.

2017. “Erotic Japanese Prints and Sexuality in the Edo Period”. Japanese Culture and Society, Masako Kubota, Florida International University.

Conference Presentations
2026 Association of Asian Studies, Vancouver, Canada, Chair and Co-organizer, “Consent on Trial: Legal Interpretations and Social Implications of Japanese Rape Law”
 
Panel entitled: “Consent and the Law in Japan”

2025 Association of Asian Studies, Columbus, Ohio, Chair and Organizer, “Legally Aligned, Practically Divergent: Japan’s Rape Law and Human Rights Standards” 
Panel Entitled: Politics, Policy, and Praxis: The Use of “Human Rights” in Japan

2023 Association of Asian Studies–in–Asia, Daegu, South Korea, “Beyond the Black Box: The (In)visibility of Sexual Violence in Japanese News Media”  
Panel entitled: Gender–Based Violence across Asia and the Diaspora

2022 International Communication Association, Paris, France, “Beyond the Black Box: Sexual Violence and Japanese Media” 
Panel entitled: Transnational Perspectives on the History of Media and Sexuality

Research Experience
Dissertation Field Work, Tokyo, August 2023 – July 2024
Archival research of law briefs, participant observation, expert interviews
Affiliated with Mari Miura, Sophia University, Faculty of Law.  

Book Consultant for Steven Heine, 2018 – Present
Books on Zen Buddhism and translation of Dōgen’s poetry and commentary
Help with verifying translation and editing phrasing
Created indexes and glossaries for various manuscripts

Graduate Research Panel, Florida International University, January 2019
Planned and hosted panel for Freedom Week at FIU
Panel focused on human trafficking research

Copy and Production Assistant for Japan Studies Review 2019, 2018 – 2019
Journal focusing on Japan and Japanese Studies
Help edit submissions for Journal

Thesis Research, 2017 – 2019
[bookmark: _Hlk21451531]Topic: Sex Trafficking of Japanese Citizens
Focuses on historical and sociological factors that facilitate the lack of acknowledgement of sex trafficking of Japanese women domestically

Leadership
Graduate Student Liaison, East Asian Languages and Cultural Studies, University of California, Santa Barbara (September 2024 – Present)
Meet with chair and director of graduate studies to express graduate student concerns
Plan events aimed at fostering connections between grad students and professors

Council of Student Organizations Representative, Asian Studies Graduate Student Organization, Florida International University (May 2018 – May 2019)
Hosted events educating students about Asian social issues, history, and culture. 
Reported events to Florida International University’s Council for Student Organizations

Founding Council of Student Organizations Representative, Asian Studies Undergraduate Honors 
[bookmark: _Hlk1565418]Society, Florida International University (September 2018 – May 2019)
Hosted events geared towards professional and academic development 
Reported events to Florida International University’s Council for Student Organizations

President, Founding Vice–President, Undergraduate East Asia Studies Organization, University of Southern California (May 2016 – May 2017)
Hosted cultural, social, and professional events geared towards EALC majors/minors
Coordinated with the EALC department to ensure that the organization was running smoothly

Event Supervisor, Volunteer, Florida Science Olympiad (2009 – 2014); California Science Olympiad (2022)
Designed laboratory–based events related to crime scene investigation.
Coordinated and supervised staff, lab equipment, and materials.

Internships
Research Intern, Global Perspectives Office, University of Central Florida (May 2012 – August 2012)
Wrote briefs regarding human trafficking
Prepared a timeline and annotated bibliography on international women’s issues

Language Skills
Japanese
Conversational, writing, and comprehension proficiency
Japanese Language Proficiency Test N2
Korean
1 year of language study
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