Cultivating Identity:

Douli, Pesticides, Politics, and Fate in the Taiwanese Documentary Let it Be (\Wumile)
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A doulie bamboo-hat and the water buffalo remain ubiquitous symbols for rural Taiwan found, among other places, in
department store food-courts throughout the island, but the 2005 documentary Let it Be (Wumile) brought the farmers
wearing douli and driving water buffalos into mainstream consciousness. By examining the catalogue of signs symbolic
of a timeless, folkloric Taiwan, as well as agricultural chemicals, invasive species, and both domestic and global agrarian
politics arrayed in Yan Lanquan and Zhuang Yiceng’s film. Prof. Bert Scruggs seeks to describe the discourse of
indigenization and how it relates to the value of audience-attention, in order to underscore how the film at once
cultivates an imagined nostalgia and reveals the indexical nature of documentary film.

When:

Where:
Speaker:

Department of East Asian Languages and Literatures, University of California, Irvine

Professor Scruggs, Ph.D. in Chinese Studies, University of Pennsylvania. His research interests include Modern and
Contemporary Chinese Literature, Chinese Fiction and Film, Translation, and Postcoloniality in Taiwan, Subjectivity,
Fictional Identities, and Indigenization.

This event is composed of a 30 minute introduction, 2 hour film screening, and 30 minutes of discussion.

Co-sponsors:

The Center for Taiwan Studies

The Department of East Asian Languages andCultural Studies, and
The East Asia Center, UCSB
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